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spending practices. If interest is great enough for general
discussion, each child might carry a trial record of his expendi-
tures for one week. A review of these records usually leads to
revision of the plan for spending, and another trial of it.
Consideration of how to make one's money go farther may
lead to planning how to cut down on amusements which re-
quire money, such as going to the movies several times a week
or patronizing the corner store slot-machine games. (Tossing
pennies 50 to 100 times in an arithmetic class mil show the
group the likelihood of winning on chances, and may help
discourage slot-machine games.) Substitutes for such amuse-
ments, to be acceptable, must be interesting to the group and
planned by them. A playroom or place to gather after school
hours makes a good beginning, especially if it is provided with
a musical instrument or some games. Pupils will bring their
hobbies to such a place and think of many things to do.
If a child or a class group becomes interested enough in
planning the use of money, the value of planning family ex-
penditures may be considered in terms of the rent, clothing,
housing, and other items of the family budget. Lower in-
comes, actual incomes known to prevail in the community
and habitual buying practices there should form the basis of
problems considered. The financial status of the particular
group of children making the study needs to be recognized, as
has been mentioned in the sections on foods, housing, and
clothing. The over-all study might be by way of a summary
or as an introduction to problems in any of these areas.
Smaller, personal problems may be the better ones for
many children to attack. For example, many children do not
have enough money for school lunches and spend the little
they have for candy or cake to supplement the sandwiches
brought from home. The opportunity to earn some money
or its equivalent by working at routine jobs in the school may
provide the most needy pupils with adequate noon lunches.
If the situation is general enough, cooperative school lunches
may serve the double purpose of providing the lunches for all,
and teaching the pupils the principles of cooperative buying